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Meeting and VE 
Session 

Announcement 
 
The meeting starts at 7:30 p.m., 
Friday, Feb 25, in the auditorium 
on the lower level of  One Liberty 
Center, 650 N.E. Holladay Street, 
Portland, Oregon.  Please enter at 
the south side of the building.  
Refreshments wil l be served. 
Meeting Topic: Presentation and 
discussion of the proposed  upgrade of 
the 146.94 repeater. 
 

The VE test session will take place 
at 6:30 p.m. in the conference room 
on the lower level.  Please contact 
n7xb@arrl.net or w7lt@arrl.net or 
call 503-257-7320 to make required 
reservation and get more info. 
--W7LT 

Portland Amateur Radio Club, 
Inc., W7LT, is a non-profit 
general-purpose radio club 
organized as specified in 
Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal 
Revenue Code, Vol. 17, No.6. 

Proposed Upgrade 
for the PARC 146.94 
Repeater 
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John, K7RUN, putting the final 
touches on the 146.84 power ampli-
fier in December, 2002. This is the 
design the Repeater Committee is 
proposing to duplicate for 146.94. 

PARC welcomes new 
member Mary Anne  
Sanford, KE7CGZ 
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Hamming along at 110 
feet per second 

Not exactly your father’s hamshack—
unless your father drove semi trucks 
for a living and took his hobby with 
him out on the 
road.  To borrow a 
line from a popular 
military advertise-
ment of decades 
gone by, ‘ It’ s not 
just a job; it’s an 
adventure’  applies 
to long haul truck-
ing as much as it 
would apply to the 
Marine Corps. This 
isn’ t an occupation 
for the faint of 
heart. It is an occu-
pation with as 
much as 100% 
turnover at times 
because it really 
does take a lot out 
of a person. To be 
able to keep up 
with barely realistic 
timetables, constant governmental 
scrutiny, rising costs with stagnant 
revenues and the constant, inevitable 
interaction with the general motoring 
public it’ s a wonder anything gets 
shipped at all. It takes a special kind 
of ham (crazy helps) to get this done 
and enjoy a unique mobile radio plat-
form from which to work the world.  
Like I said, crazy helps. 
   I average about three thousand miles 
a week on good weeks so I get to try 
my luck from a lot of different grids. 
Oddly enough, not all locales lend 
themselves to the hobby we all love so 
much. Have you ever tried to copy 
weak signals on (insert favorite band 
here) just to have a guy in a passing 
truck go by yakking while putting out 
a kilowatt erp? That ‘Smoky Bear’  
nonsense gets old quick as does trying 
to copy any weak signals from some 
parts of the road. It can be done, but is 
more challenging than usual. How-
ever, once BPL is deployed around 
the countryside, perhaps the only 
‘quiet’  spots will be the hinterlands 

vertise the fact that there is a lot of 
expensive gear in this truck just wait-
ing to be used to finance someone’s 
drug habit. So I went with an  inter-
changeable mono-band whip. It works 
well enough with the obvious draw-

backs. It also has the 
advantage of look-
ing a lot like just 
another C.B. an-
tenna, blending in 
very well so far. I 
will try a new ap-
proach using a 75 
meter whip and an 
autotuner in the near 
future. Once my 
radio gets back from 
the doctor that is. 
Then you can find 
me almost daily 
participating on the 
20-meter  YL-ISSB 
net on 14.332 MHz. 
A Google search on 
YL-ISSB will tell 
you all there is to 
know about them. 
They are a great 

bunch of folks to ride along with. In 
my travels I have tried with very little 
success to get information on VHF 
ARES nets. I am always too early or 
too late or wrong day or I am out of 
that repeaters’  footprint too soon. I did 
enjoy copying the mail on the hurri-
cane traffic nets this fall. With the 
autotuner set up  I will be able to surf 

(Continued on page 5) 

between cities. Lets hope it never 
comes to that! I have enough trouble 
listening around the harmonics 
caused by the voltage inverter that 
keeps my refrigerator and other 
comforts of home running. Days that 

see the crock-pot cooking generally 
see very little ham activity due to 
the noise and hash generated. Sorry 
kids, but the perfect mobile platform 
has its drawbacks too. 
   When I started out on this odys-
sey, I thought (and still do) that a 
screwdriver style antenna would 
play HF very nicely indeed. Then 
that pesky reality hit and I soon real-
ized that I really don’ t want to ad-
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 "Over the  years, many of us have 
worked events with Craig, and his  
wife.  Craig loved to use his hobby 
for the benefit of the community. I  
have coordinated emergency com-
munications for the Hood to Coast 
Relay, Rose City Relay, Rainier to 
Pacific and many more over the 
years, and he was there for all of 
them. Event coordinators knew 
that if you needed communica-
tions, all you had to do was ask, 
and he was there to  support you." 
  
"Craig had his own way on the 
radio. He was clear and concise 
and he was light-hearted most of 
the  time, but all business when it 
mattered. His voice was unmistak-
able as was his love of the hobby 
and the friends that it brought 
him." 
  
Steve and current Multnomah 
County EC, Bert Younglove, 
WA7HI, are  coordinating a suit-
able manner of remembering 
Craig©s years of service and his 
congeniality & friendship. 
  
Either flowers will be sent  to 
Craig©s widow, or a charitable do-
nation in Craig©s name will be 
made to an  organization she des-
ignates. At the time of this writing, 
plans were to make a charitable 
donation. 
  
Those wishing to make a  contri-
bution to this remembrance of 
KC7YOC are encouraged to email 
Steve Johnson, N7VIC at signped-
dler@verizon.net. 
  
The Clackamas County ARES Net 
held a minute of silence on Sun-
day, January 23, in honor of 
Craig’s passing and other Oregon 
ARES, emergency services and 
traffic nets are encouraged to fol-
low suit. 
  
-- Kevin Hunt  WA7VTD 
  
  

Craig Marquette 
KC7YOC, Silent Key 
  
It is with great sadness that we re-
port the untimely death of  Craig 
Marquette, KC7YOC. 
  
According to information received 
from Clackamas County ARES  EC 
David Kidd, KA7OZO, Craig 
passed away in the hospital from 
multiple organ failure after being 
admitted for chronic health prob-
lems. 
  
A former employee of the City of 
Portland©s Bureau of  Electronic 
Services, Craig was a member of 
PARC and served as its Emergency  
Services Manager in the late 1990©s. 
He also served as Amateur  Radio 
Emergency Service (ARES) Emer-
gency Coordinator (EC) for the City 
of  Portland and as EC for Mult-
nomah County.  
 
He was  then appointed to succeed 
Roger McCoy W7ADV as District 
One ARES District  Emergency 
Coordinator (DEC), coordinating the 
development of ARES programs  in 
seven counties. As District One 
DEC, Craig also chaired  the Emer-
gency Communications Planning 
Committee which determined band 
plans for tactical traffic among doz-
ens of jurisdictions. He was also 
active as a communications volun-
teer for the Oregon Trail  Chapter, 
American Red Cross. 
 
Craig retired as District One ARES 
DEC in  2003, and began a project 
of transition to the Oregon coast. 
  
Steve Johnson, N7VIC, a co-founder 
and leader of the "E-CREW"  which 
provides volunteer safety and emer-
gency medical communications and 
EMS  backup for many large events, 
had this to say upon learning of 
Craig©s  passing: 
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President :   
John Pinkerton, K7ZSK 
k7zsk@juno.com 
 

Vice President :  
Posi tion vacant 
 

Rec Sec/Newslet ter: 
Lee Hopper, NB7F 
nb7f@arrl.net 
 

Treasurer, Membership  
Secretary, Stat ion Trus-
tee, PARCNET Mgr:  
Pete Rodabaugh, W7PR 
w7pr@arrl.net 
 
Club E-mai l : 

w7lt@arrl.net 
 
Di rector (1 year):   
Glenn Pelikan, K7GWP 
g.pelikan@att.net 
 

Director (3 year):   
John White, K7RUN 
jdwhite@teleport.com 
 

Volunteer Examiners:   
Bruce McCain, N7XB 
n7xb@arrl.net 
 

QSL Manager: 
Fred Winter, KD7T 
cfwinter@attbi.com 
 

Who Does What 

Membership Renewals: 
As of February 9th we have 39 members who have renewed 
for 2005, and three new members for a total of 42 paid up 
members. The year you are paid through will appear on your 
newsletter mailing label. To renew,please use the form on 
the last page of the Sparcgap and mail to PARC. Thanks to 
all who have renewed early in 2005. —W7PR 

Hello everyone! What a great turnout at the January 28th 
meeting. New members, members that hadn©t been for a 
while and newly licensed hams at the VE session. A great 
way to start out 2005, let©s keep it going!  

February is traditionally the month we show our loved 
ones how important they are. However you chose to demon-
strate yours, take time to get your heart checked too! The 
best gift you can give is your good health!  

Also this month is the Rickreall swapfest, Feb. 19th, a 
great opportunity to pick up new or used items for your 
hobby! It runs from 9 AM to about 2:30 PM.  

Our next club meeting is February 25th at 7:30pm. If you 
have an item to donate for the raffle please bring it. We col-
lected $32.00 at the January meeting towards the Repeater 
Fund and I hope we can continue adding to it. 

In this month©s sPARCgap and future issues, we will be 
doing a series of biographies about our members. Send yours 
in either to Lee Hopper or Pete Rodabaugh to be included in 
future issues. 

 73 for now -- John K7ZSK 

President’s Message 
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W7LT/ R     146.840  voice 
 
W7LT/ R     146.940  voice 
 
PARC7        147.180  packet  
 
PARC          144.910  packet BBS, node 
 
PARC          145.730  voice       Simplex 

Repeaters/BBS 

 
Multnomah County ARES Meeting  
Thursday, Feb 24 at Fire Station 2, 
4800 NE 122nd, at 7:00.  All hams are 
invited to attend!   
 

PARC VE Session Friday, Feb 25 at 
6:30 pm.  
 

PARC general meeting at 7:30, 
Friday, Feb 25.  
 

PARC Board of Directors Meeting 
Tuesday, March 8, 2005. Location 
and time to be determined. 
 

Copy deadline for sPARC gap: Mar 7. 
 

Club Breakfast, Saturday, Mar 5th at 
9 am at Home Town Buffet, 10542 SE 
Washington St. (just east of Mall 
205). 
 

Rickreall Hamfair & Swapmeet: 
Saturday, Feb 19, 2005. Doors open at 
9:00 AM. For more details go to 
www.qsl.net/w7sra/flyer/sra2005.pdf 

Calendar at a Glance 

Ham-related web sites 
 
Recently I went through my list of 
web sites ham radio related, and I 
found a lot, I can tell you! I sorted 
through them to condense the list to 
this one I offer, which is by no means 
more than the surface scratched! If 
you check a few out you will see what 
I mean, especially if you are an inces-
sant web surfer like I am! I list them 
here with a very brief description for 
you-  
 
http://dxworld.com/50prop.html this is 
a site to report propagation – this is 
the 50 Mhz page, but wait! they have 
direct connections to other bands - HF 
thru UHF. 
 
http://www.artscipub.com/repeaters/  
Here©s a site many of us can use- it is 
fairly up to date, and lists repeaters 
however you like, pretty neat and free 
too! 
 
http://www.iprimus.ca/~hepburnw/
tropo.html This one is for those of you 
interested in tropospheric propaga-
tion- it has maps of propagation listed 
and forecasts when the bands should 
open - I find it to be fairly accurate 
most of the time 
 
http://www.6mt.com/index.htm This 
is a great site for those of you who 
operate 6 meters and down - it has lots 
of topics besides 6 meters - interesting 
articles and projects for all bands up 
to 10 Ghz or more!  
 
http://www.w3kwh.com/satellite.htm 
Lots of satellite stuff! 
 
http://63.231.68.133/ionosphere/
DesktopDefault.aspx A good propaga-
tion site. 
 
http://www.spaceweather.com/ The 
name says it all- lots of interesting 
stuff and links to other sites, and if 
you are an astronomy buff, this has 
things of interest as well! 
 
http://weirdillusion.tripod.com/ This is 

a fun site!  Lots of optical illusions 
and stuff. Worth a look at least- I 
think there are a lot of neat illusions 
on this one!  
 
http://www.geocities.com/Athens/
Parthenon/4205/xe1bef.htm This 
site is the best of them all, at least in 
my humble opinion! This is run by 
XE1BEF and there are over 20,000 
links and topics galore - I have 
found many an idea or antenna de-
sign here - it has it all!  
 
http://www.satscape.co.uk/ If you 
watch for or use satellites, definitely 
a must site. Not to mention the 
Satscape program, a freeware 
goodie that I keep wondering why it 
hasn’ t been sold instead of free - and 
YES, it IS that good! 
 
http://www.ac6v.com/ Another ham 
links site, this is pretty decent- cov-
ers topics some of the others don’ t. 
 
http://www.k1dwu.net/ Same as the 
one above. 
 
http://www.dxzone.com/catalog/
Ham_Radio/U This is also a good 
site - it deals with stuff for most 
bands from .1.8 thru microwave. 
 
OK, I will leave you to check these 
sites out for yourself, I have found 
others and if there is any interest I 
will write them up. In any case 
happy surfing, and hope you find a 
few you like or can use! 
 
—WW7F, Michelle 

around with more ease than before 
and get to know the HF systems a bit 
better. Having current copies of QST 
on board helps me know  about con-
tests and special event stations. There 
are lots of opportunities to have fun 
with our fantastic hobby out on the 
road. In between the naps, the diners 
and the scale houses that is.  
   If you are one of those fortunate 
hams that happens to have your shack 
visible from an interstate freeway or a 
state highway, you may hear ‘CQ CQ’ 
by air horn. If so, then it was probably 
me. If you hear it on the road, perhaps 
I saw your ham call license plates 
going by. I use that car-to-car message 
less frequently though - don’ t want to 
scare the motoring public unnecessar-
ily. I will be home as often as my dis-
patch allows to check in with you all. 
Otherwise I can be found on the air 
somewhere. Till the next round, take 
care and very 73! 
—Eric Stephenson, KK7UE 

(Continued from page 2) 
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First  Class Mai l  — Do Not  Delay! 

 

PLACE 
STAMP 
HERE 

Portland Amateur Radio Club 
c/o P. Rodabaugh 
5230 SE Center St. 
Portland, OR 97206 

Portland Amateur Radio Club 
New M embership and Renewal  Form 

PARC, c/o P. Rodabaugh, 5230 SE Center St. Por tland, OR 97206 
 

Name:___________________________________________________________                   Call: ___________________________ 
 
Address:___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City: _______________________________________________ State: __________      ZIP: ______________________________ 
 
Home Phone:: ___________________________________________ �   Check here, if you do not want this number published. 
 
Work or Business Phone: ______________________________    �   Check here, if you do want this number in the club roster. 
 
Class of License: _____________________ ARRL Member? �   Yes  �   No  Expires: ____________________________________ 
 
E-mail Address: _________________________________________ �   Check here, if you do not want this address published. 

Please make checks payable to Portland Amateur Radio Club 
 

�   Renewing Member:    �  $18.00  Full or Associate   �  $12.00  Student  �  $24.00  Full Family Membership 
�   New Membership in ARRL:  $39.00 (club receives $15 commission) 
�   Donat ion:  �  Repeater Fund  �  Tower Defense Fund  �  ARRL Spectrum Defense  �  Other.  Amount :  $______________ 


